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Financial Aid Professional Judgment Disclosure
Introduction
This disclosure provides important information regarding the process of Professional Judgment (PJ) in the administration of financial aid at College of Hair Design. Professional Judgment refers to the authority granted to a school’s financial aid administrator to make case-by-case adjustments to a student’s financial aid application based on special or unusual circumstances. These adjustments may affect the Student Aid Index (SAI), Cost of Attendance (COA), or dependency status, potentially increasing the student’s eligibility for federal financial aid.
What is Professional Judgment?
Professional Judgment is a process whereby the financial aid administrator uses their discretion, supported by appropriate documentation, to address unique situations not reflected in the standard federal financial aid application. This authority allows the administrator to make adjustments when a student or their family experiences circumstances that significantly affect their financial situation or the ability to pay for school.
Examples of Circumstances Warranting Professional Judgment
· Loss of employment or significant reduction in income
· Unusual medical or dental expenses not covered by insurance
· Separation, divorce, or death of a parent or spouse
· Other extraordinary circumstances affecting the family’s financial situation
How to Request a Professional Judgment Review
1. Contact the Director of Financial Aid at College of Hair Design to express your intent to request a Professional Judgment review.
2. Complete any required forms provided by the Financial Aid Office.
3. Provide detailed written explanation of your circumstances.
4. Submit all supporting documentation (e.g., termination letters, medical bills, divorce decrees, tax returns, pay stubs, etc.).
5. Await review and communication from the Financial Aid Office regarding the decision or any requests for additional information.
Important Information
· All Professional Judgment decisions are made on a case-by-case basis and at the discretion of the financial aid administrator.
· There is no guarantee that a Professional Judgment review will result in increased financial aid eligibility.
· Decisions are final and cannot be appealed to the U.S. Department of Education.
· All information and supporting documents provided will be kept confidential and used solely for the purpose of determining financial aid eligibility.
· The timeline for review and decision may vary depending on the complexity of the situation and the completeness of the documentation provided.
Contact Information
For questions or to initiate a Professional Judgment review, please contact College of Hair Design’s Director of Financial Adi:
· Phone: 319-505-0402
· Email: deb@chdwaterloo.com
· Office Hours:
· Monday 9:00 – 2:00
· Tuesday 9:00 – 5:00
· Wednesday 9:00 – 5:00
· Thursday 9:00 – 5:00
· Friday 9:00 – 4:00
By submitting a request for Professional Judgment, you acknowledge that you have read and understood the above information, and that you agree to provide truthful and complete documentation in support of your request.
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