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Special and Unusual Circumstances Disclosure
Introduction
Applying for financial aid at College of Hair Design sometimes requires consideration of special and unusual circumstances that may affect a student's eligibility. This disclosure explains how such circumstances are evaluated, the role of professional judgement, and the process for requesting a dependency override.
Special and Unusual Circumstances
Special and unusual circumstances refer to significant events or conditions that impact a student’s financial situation or family status, making the standard application process insufficient to accurately reflect their need for financial assistance. Examples include, but are not limited to:
· Loss or reduction of income due to job loss, disability, or death in the family
· High unreimbursed medical or dental expenses
· Divorce, separation, or abandonment by parents
· Incarceration or institutionalization of a parent
· Unsafe living environment due to abuse or neglect
· Other circumstances resulting in a substantial change in financial or family status
Professional Judgement
The Financial Aid Administrators College of Hair Design may use professional judgement to assess and adjust a student’s financial aid application when special or unusual circumstances are documented. This may involve recalculating the student aid index (SAI), updating income information, or considering other relevant factors not captured on the standard application. Each case is reviewed individually, and supporting documentation is required. Some examples of Professional Judgement may include:
· Weather disaster that has personally affected the student/family
· Disability of a family member that provides support for the student
· Dislocated worker of the student or student’s supporting family member
· Dramatic change in the student or supporting family members income
· Homelessness
· Death of a spouse or supporting parent
· Divorce of a student or supporting parent
· Unusually high medical, dental or dependent care costs
Dependency Override
Normally, students under the age of 24, unmarried and with no children they are supporting, are considered dependent and must provide parental information on their financial aid application. However, in extraordinary situations where a student cannot or should not be expected to obtain parental information—such as cases of abuse, abandonment, or estrangement—a dependency override may be requested.                              Some examples of dependency override may include:
· Human trafficking, in accordance with the Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000 (22 U.S.C. 7101 et seq)
· Abandonment or incarceration of a supporting parent
· Documented abusive family environment
· Legal refugee or asylum status
· Incapacity of parents
· The student is a verifiable unaccompanied, homes youth
To request a dependency override, students must submit detailed documentation supporting their claim, such as letters from social services, counselors, or other professionals familiar with their circumstances. The financial aid office will evaluate the request using professional judgement and notify the student of the decision.
How to Apply for Consideration
1. Contact College of Hair Design’s financial aid office to discuss your situation and obtain appropriate forms.
2. Gather supporting documentation relevant to your circumstances.
3. Submit a written statement describing your situation, along with all required documentation.
4. Await review and determination by the financial aid office. Additional information may be requested.
Important Notes
· Approval of adjustments or overrides is not guaranteed and is made at the discretion of the financial aid office and the school’s servicer.
· All information provided is kept confidential and used solely for the purpose of determining financial aid eligibility.
· Decisions are made in accordance with federal, state, and institutional policies.
Contact Information
For questions or assistance with special circumstances or dependency overrides, please reach out to College of Hair Design’s financial aid office.
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